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SUBJECT: COLUMBO NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT: LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY 

REF: STATE 175081 

1 . THE PHRASE "UNFRIENDLY ACT" WHICH APPEARS AT END OF PARA 4 OF 
YOUR LETTER TO PRESIDENT NYERERE ON PUERTO RICO HAS IN PAST 
TRIGGERED VIOLENT EMOTIONAL REACTION BY NYERERE. LAST YEAR NYERERE 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY PUBLISHED IN FACSIMILE US DEMARCHE WHICH WAS 
USED ON FRONT PAGE OF LOCAL NEWSPAPER (DAR ES SALAAM 3097, AUGUST 
22, 1975). HE SUBSEQUENTLY SPOKE AGITATEDLY ABOUT IT TO BOTH 
AMBASSADOR CARTER AND ME, DESCRIBING IT AS "JUST SHORT OF THE THREAT 
OF WAR" AND EXCLAIMING, "IF WE ARE TO TALK TOGETHER, 

WE MUST FIND A WAY NOT TO USE WORDS LIKE THAT." 

2. NYERERE IS NOW FULLY AWARE STRENGTH UF FEELINGS ON PUERTO 
RICO AND LETTER FOCUSES THESE IN TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE MANNER. 
NYERERE MAY EVEN BE MOVING A LITTLE IN OUR DIRECTION. HE IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY COGNIZANT OF PRESIDENT FORD'S JUNE STATEMENT, BUT 
FEELS NO COMPULSION TO RESPOND SHARPLY BECAUSE IT IS NOT 
ADDRESSED DIRECTLY TO HIM. HIS REACTION TO PHRASE IN YOUR 
LETTER COULD EASILY BE OTHERWISE AND I FEAR WE MAY HAVE 
DIFFICULTY PREVENTING A REPEAT OF LAST YEAR'S ANGRY PUBLICATION WITH 
CONSEQUENT ILL EFFECT ON OUR DIALOGUE ON OTHER MATTERS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAR ES 02565 1 5 1 1 22Z 

3. WOULD YOU CONSIDER: (A) DELETING FINAL CLAUSE OF PARA 4 OF 
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LETTER OR (B) EDITING IT TO READ: "... SUCH AN ACT WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED INTERVENTION IN THE DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF PUERTO RICO 
AND THE UNITED STATES WHICH WOULD RESIST IT BY APPROPRIATE MEANS." 

SPAIN 
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